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impossible adequately to replace. It is not enough for us
to keep up simply a level, though it be a high level, of pro-
bity and patriotism. The mere average of civic virtue is
not sufficient to preserve this assembly from the fate that
has overcome so many other assemblies, products of demo-
cratic forces. More than this is required : more than this
was given by -Mr. Gladstone. He brought to our debates
a genius which compelled attention, he raised in the public
estimation the whole level of our proceedings, and they will
be most ready to admit the infinite value of his service who
realise how much of public prosperity is involved in the
maintenance of the worth of public life, and how perilously
difficult most democracies apparently find it to avoid the
opposite dangers into which so many of them have fallen."
It seems unnecessary to adorn the tale. What-
ever may have been his failings as a statesman
and his limitations as an intellect, there was never
anything mediocre in his nature. Though unsuc-
cessful in many of the battles he waged most
fiercely, he could on occasion raise the democracy
to his own level. Anxious no doubt to gain power,
he never feared to lose it, if honour required;
and since his day, few enough have been the states-
men who have ever even tried to direct the forces
of public opinion.